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SUBJECT: REACTION TO BRITISH ANNOUNCEMENT OF END OF DEFENSE 
AGREEMENT AND SCHEDULE FOR CLOSING OF HMS MAURITIUS 

REF: PORT LOUIS 325 

1. MAURITIAN PRESS REACTION TO VISIT OF UK DEFENSE SECRETARY 
MASON'S VISIT CENTERED ON REEMPLOYMENT OF MAURITIAN-BASED 
PERSONNEL AFTER THE CLOSING OF HMS MAURITIUS IN MARCH 1976. 

THE TERMINATION OF THE DEFENSE AGREEMENT AT THE SAME TIME AND 
MASON'S COMMENTS REGARDING DIEGO GARCIE. 

2. MASON IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT SEVERANCE PAY FOR THE 600 
MAURITIAN WORKERS AT THE BASE "WOULD BE ADEQUATE AND PERHAPS 
EVEN GENEROUS". GAETEN DUVAL, LEGAL ADVISOR TO THE UNION OF 
BASE EMPLOYEES, REPORTEDLY DEMANDED THAT BRITISH PASSPORTS BE 
IMMEDIATELY ISSUED TO THOSE WORKERS WHO WISHED TO IMMIGRATE TO 
UK TO FIND EMPLOYMENT. MASON SAID HE WOULD REFER THE QUESTION 
TO THE HOME OFFICE IN LONDON. 

3. PRESS SPECULATES THAT IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT GOME WILL 
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AMBASSADOR KURANA TOLD INTERVIEWER THAT "INDIA DOES NOT 

USUALLY CONCLUDE DEFENSE TREATIES" AND QUAI D'ORSAY SPOKESMAN 

AND FRENCH AMBASSADOR MERLLIE ARE QUOTED AS DENYING REUTERS REPORT 

OF POSSIBILITY OF A FRANCO-MAURITIAN DEFENSE TREATY "AT THIS 

TIME". 

4. MOST PAPERS CARRIED MASON’S STATEMENT UPON ARRIVING THAT 
THERE IS NO QUESTION OF A MILITARY BASE AT DIEGO GARCIA. 

HE SAID THAT US HAS ASKED TO AUGMENT ITS AUSTERE FACILITIES 
AT DIEGO FOR BETTER COMMUNICATIONS PURPOSES BUT HAS NEVER CONT 
EMPLATED A MILITARY BASE. DIEGO WOULD NOT BE PREPARED TO RECEIVE 
B-52 BOMBERS, HE SAID, AND WOULD NOT SERVE AS A BASE FOR 
"MAJOR AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS". MASON'S ENDORSEMENT, IN THE 
NAME OF "HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT ", OF PRIME MINISTER GOUGH 
WHITLAM S CALL FOR REDUCTION OF ALL NAVAL ACTIVITY OF THE 
INDIAN OCEAN WAS WIDELY REPORTED. 
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